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IRELAND ' S  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
RISE  IN  1957 

Ireland  imported  10.7  million  pounds  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  1957* 
1  million  pounds  more  than  in  1956. 

The  United  States  supplied  9,K  million  pounds.    Canada,  India,  and  the 
Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  were  the  other  major  suppliers.  Leaf 
imports  from  the  Federation  gained  the  most,  rising  from  .3  million  pounds  in 
1956  to  .8  million  in  1957 >  while  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  which  supplied 
.1  million  pounds  in  1956,  sent  none  to  Ireland  in  1957* 

Irish  tobacco  imports  from  nearly  all  sources  cost  more  in  1957*  The 
average  price  rose  from  the  equivalent  of  72  U.  S.  cents  per  pound  in  1956 
to  75  U.  S.  cents  in  1957.    Leaf  from  the  United  States  (at  79  cents  in  1957) 
showed  the  smallest  average  gain,  increasing  only  the  equivalent  of  k  U.  S. 
cents  from  1956  price.    Leaf  from  Canada  and  the  Federation  rose  an  average 
of  5  and  6  U.  S.  cents  per  pound,  respectively. 


TOBACCO,  UIMANUFACTURED:    Ireland,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
quantity  and  average  price,  1956  and  1957 


Country  of  origin 

:                1956  : 

1957 

]    Quantity  \ 

Average 

Quantity 

Average 

price  l/ 

price  l/ 

:  1,000 

U.S.  cents  \ 

1,000 

:  U.S.  cents 

:      pounds  : 

per  pound 

pounds 

:  per  pound 

8,773  : 

75  : 

:  9,366 

:  79 

116 

:  ^5 

i  81 

:  50 

260  : 

U5  ! 

803 

:  51 

:  1*3 

3^ 

!  hi 

.:  Ik 

26 

5 

:  2/  10^ 

m 

:  72 

;  10,726 

:  75 

1/  Converted  at  the  rate  of  U.S.  $2.80  =  1  6.  2/  Primarily  high  priced  leaf 
from  Indonesia  (wrapper). 


TAIWAN  GROWING  MORE  TOBACCO 

Latest  reports  from  Taiwan  indicate  that  both  tobacco  acreage  and  pro- 
duction were  up  about  20  percent  in  1957  from  1956.    Tobacco  acreage  for  I957 
is  now  reported  at  2^,000  acres,  and  total  production  at  ^1.3  million  pounds. 
Preliminary  estimates  had  been  20,000  acres  and  3^4-  million  pounds. 
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AUSTRIA'S  OUTPUT  OF  CIGARETTES 
INCREASES  IN  1957 

While  monopoly  output  of  cigarettes  in  Austria  rose  from  7«9  billion 
pieces  in  1956  to  8.2  billion  in  1957 }  the  increase  is  not  expected  to 
continue  in  1958* 

Cigar  output  jumped  to  97  »1  million  pieces  in  1957  >  10  percent  above 
the  88.5  million  made  in  1956 ,  but  output  of  both  smoking  and  chewing 
tobacco  was  below  1956.    Snuff  output  increased  slightly. 


FLUE-CURED  PRICES  IN  RHODESIA 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR'S 

Rhodesian  flue-cured  tobacco  sold  at  the  Salisbury  auction  averaged 
the  equivalent  of  38.8  U.  S.  cents  per  pound  in  the  first  10  weeks  of 
1958  sales.    The  average  price  was  U5.5  cents  for  the  comparable  period 
in  1957.    Total  sales  for  the  first  10  weeks,  at  U5.I  million  pounds , 
were  only  slightly  below  the  U6.5  million  pounds  sold  during  the  first 
10  weeks  of  the  market  last  year. 


CIGARETTE  CONSUMPTION  CONTINUES 
TO  RISE  IN  WEST  GERMANY 

West  Germans  smoked  55 • 9  billion  cigarettes  in  1957 ,  nearly  10  per- 
cent more  than  the  50.9  billion  smoked  in  1956,  thus  continuing  the  rapid 
post-World  War  II  rise  in  West  German  consumption.    Cigarette  usage  had 
already  risen  from  22.9  billion  pieces  in  1950  to  1+5*9  billion  pieces  in 
1955. 

Consumption  of  cigars  and  cigar illos  increased  slightly,  from  k.6 
billion  pieces  in  I956  to  k.'J  billion  in  1957.    The  use  of  other  forms  of 
tobacco  declined  slightly. 

The  modified  American- type  blended  cigarette  is  still  the  most  popular 
in  West  Germany.    Its  percentage  share  of  the  market,  however,  dropped 
from  65  percent  of  all  cigarettes  smoked  in  1955  to  6l  percent  in  1957. 
A    German  blend,  similar  to  the  American-type  but  unsweetened,  with  slightly 
less  U.  S.  tobacco  and  more  oriental,  has  risen  from  10  to  15  percent  of 
total  usage  in  the  same  period.    Consumption  of  straight  oriental  cigarettes 
declined  from  17  to  15  percent  in  the  years  1955-57,  while  demand  for 
Virginia  and  French  types  remained  about  the  same. 

Filter-tip  cigarette  sales  continued  to  gain  in  1957,  but  at  a  slower 
rate  than  in  previous  years.  They  accounted  for  about  3k  percent  of  the 
total  market  at  the  end  of  1956  and  about  37  percent  in  the  first  7  months 
of  1957.  Consumption  was  more  rapid  during  the  last  5  months  of  1957,  and 
by  March  1958;  filter-tips  accounted  for  kG  percent  of  all  cigarette  sales. 
Nearly  all  the  filter-tip  cigarettes  are  a  German  version  of  the  American- 
type  blended  cigarettes. 
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HAITI  RAISES  FLOUR 
DUTY  250  PERCENT 

Haiti's  import  duty  on  flour  was  raised  on  May  22  to  0.75  gourde  per 
net  kilogram  ($13.65  per  200-pound  bag).    The  previous  rate  was  0.30 
gourde  per  kilo  ($5.^6  per  bag). 

The  new  duty,  applicable  to  all  bread-making  flour,  is  l\  times  the 
old  rate,  and  is  one  of  the  highest  in  the  world.    The  old  rate  continues 
in  effect  for  special  flours  for  farinaceous  products,  such  as  spaghetti, 
macaroni,  cake  flour,  etc.,  and  for  small  quantities  of  flour  enroute  to 
Haiti  or  previously  licensed  for  import. 

The  new  duty  was  imposed  to  protect  the  interests  of  a  recently  com- 
pleted flour  mill,  Caribbean  Mills  Inc.    Previously,  all  of  Haiti's  flour 
requirements  were  supplied  by  the  United  States  and  Canada.    Exports  by 
those  2  countries  to  Haiti  during  the  5-year  period  ending  June  1957 
averaged  1,735*000  bushels  in  grain  equivalent  annually  --  79  percent 
from  the  United  States  and  21  percent  from  Canada. 

It  is  expected  that  the  new  mill  will  provide  virtually  all  of  Haiti? s 
flour  requirements.    However,  the  government  reserves  the  right  to  grant 
import  licenses  for  flour  at  the  old  duty  rate  whenever  the  mill  cannot 
meet  domestic  needs. 

To  compensate  for  loss  in  revenue  from  imported  flour,  the  government 
has  imposed  an  excise  tax,  or  sales  tax,  on  the  flour  produced  domestically 
for  local  consumption.    This  tax,  payable  by  the  mill  before  its  product 
leaves  the  plant,  is  fixed  at  $7.26  per  200-pound  bag  for  first-grade  flour 
and  $7.12  per  bag  for  second-grade  flour.    These  rates  amount  to  about  the 
same  as  the  old  import  duty  on  flour  plus  certain  other  charges  formerly 
levied  on  imported  flour. 

To  qualify  as  first-grade  flour,  the  mill's  product  must  meet  speci- 
fied standards  for  ash  and  protein  content.    These  are:    ash  O.i+6  percent 
with  a  tolerance    usual  in  the  milling  industry,  plus  or  minus  0.02  per- 
cent, and  at  least  72  percent  extraction;  protein,  13  percent  with  a 
tolerance  usual  in  the  milling  industry,  plus  or  minus  0.2  percent,  and 
at  least  72  percent  extraction.    Flour  not  meeting  these  standards  will 
be  second-grade. 

The  government  has  allocated  to  the  new  mill  the  entire  wheat  quota 
granted  by  the  International  Wheat  Agreement  and  has  authorized  the 
importation  of  such  wheat  free  of  duty.    The  country's  current  IWA  quota 
is  2,205,000  bushels  annually.    The  mill  in  turn  agrees  to  sell  its 
product  f.o.b.  the  mill  for  not  more  than  $20.70  per  200-pound  bag  for 
first-grade  flour  and  $16.70  per  bag  for  second-grade  flour.  These 
basic  selling  prices  may  be  revised  at  the  end  of  a  3-year  period,  or 
earlier,  if  warranted  by  changes  in  the  price  of  wheat,  ocean  freight  costs, 
and  the  amount  of  the  sales  tax. 
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IRAN  PROHIBITS  WHEAT ,  BARLEY; 
AMD  FLOUR  IMPORTS 

,        Iran's  import  and  export  regulations  for  the  current  season 
(March  21,1958  through  March  20,  1959)  have  added  wheat,  barley  and 
other  cereals,  and  flour  to  the  list  of  prohibited  imports. 

There  are  no  other  important  changes  for  grains  and  grain  prod- 
ucts, although  some  other  commodities  have  been  added  to  or  removed 
from  this  list,  and  some  changes  have  been  made  in  the  list  of 
imports  subject  to  the  commercial  profit  tax. 

Iran's  large  1957  crops  of  wheat  and  barley  are  believed  to  be 
one  of  the  reasons  for  the  ban  on  imports.    From  1956  to  1957 j  wheat 
production  increased  from  82,670,000  bushels  to  102,880,000  bushels, 
and  barley  output  rose  from  36,7^+0,000  to  ^5,930,000  bushels. 


COLOMBIA  LEVIES  TAX 
ON  BARLEY  IMPORTS 

The  Government  of  Colombia  is  levying  a  barley  import  tax  of  5 
centavos  per  kilogram  (3.2  cents  per  bushel)  to  raise  money  for  a  new 
5-year  program  to  increase  domestic  production  of  brewing  barley.  The 
tax  is  expected  to  yield  1,000,000  pesos  (about  $1^7,000)  per  year. 

The  Colombian  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  the  Agricultural  Credit 
Bank  have  undertaken  the  program  in  collaboration  with  6  Colombian 
breweries.    They  have  established  a  Barley  Development  Association 
which  will  employ  a  staff  of  technicians  to  assist  barley  growers. 
The  Development  Association  also  will  provide  farmers  with  adequate 
fertilizers  and  more  productive  seeds,  and  will  assist  them  in  getting 
credit  from  the  Agricultural  Credit  Bank. 

In  addition,  it  will  employ  economists  to  make  surveys  of  the 
production,  sale,  and  utilization  of  barley  in  Colombia.  Special 
emphasis  will  be  placed  on  cost  of  production  and  price  data,  which 
will  serve  as  a  basis  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  fair- 
price  structure  for  barley  growers,  purchasers,  and  users. 

The  5-year  plan  is  expected  to  cost  about  5*000,000  pesos  ($735*000). 
The  6  breweries  have  agreed  that  if  the  barley  import  tax  does  not 
bring  in  this  much,  they  will  supply  the  difference.    The  Development 
Association  hopes  to  make  Colombia  self-sufficient  in  barley  in  1958. 
This  seems  over-optimistic,  but  since  the  program  appears  to  be 
adequately  financed,  there  is  a  good  chance  that  Colombia  may  sub- 
stantially increase  its  barley  production  during  the  next  few  years. 
This  will  largely  depend  on  the  producer  price  of  barley  relative  to 
that  of  wheat. 
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U.  S.  SHARE  OF  U.  K.  LARD  MARKET 
DROPS  IN  JANUARY-MARCH 


The  U.  S.  share  of  the  United  Kingdom  lard  market  dropped  from  6K.0  percent  in 
the  first  quarter  of  1957  to  51.B  percent  during  the  same  months  of  1958.    All  other 
major  lard  suppliers  to  the  United  Kingdom  increased  their  trade  over  this  period. 
Strong  price  competition  from  European  lard  exporting  countries  -was  the  principal 
cause  of  the  drop  in  U.  S.  exports. 


LARD:    United  Kingdom,  imports  by  country  of  origin,  percent  of  total, 
and  average  price  per  pound,  January-March  1957  an(3-  1958 


January-March  1957 


Country  of  origin 


.Quantity 


Percent 
of  total 


Average 
price 


January-March  1958 


Quantity 


Percent 
of  total 


Average 
price 


Sweden ........ 

Denmark. ...... 

Netherlands . . , 

Belgium.  

France ........ 

United  States, 
Argentina. . . . , 

Germany,  West, 
Other. ........ 


1,000 
pounds 

59 
k,306 

3,^25 
6^76 

5^92 
39,221 
1,962 

157 
k 


U.S.  cents 


1,000 


U.S.  cents 


Total  :  61,602 


Percent 

:per  pound 

:  pounds  < 

Percent 

:per  pound 

0.1  ! 

:  .17^1 

:       388  : 

:       0.7  : 

;  .1260 

7.8 

:  .1852 

.    6,lfT5  : 

•     11.3  ! 

.  .ik&Q 

5*  ! 

:  .1681 

:    5,757  ' 

10.0  - 

:  .1396 

10.5 

:       .1^38  « 

:  6,14-18 

:  11.2 

•  .1266 

8.9 

:  .1517 

:  8,206 

:  1^.3 

:  .1292 

6k.o 

:       .1782  : 

29,801  - 

:  51.8 

:  .1510 

3.2 

:  .lVro" 

:  10k 

!  0.2 

:  .13^3 

0.1 

:  .lk66 

:       278  • 

0.5  ! 

!  .1309 

!  .1559 

77  ! 

.1^57 

100.0 

57,5C*  j 

100.0 

Source:    Secretary,  U.  S.  Packers  Provision  Agents'  Committee,  United  Kingdom. 


RHODESIAN  BEEF  TO  ISRAEL 

The  Federation  of  the  Rhodesias  and  Nyasaland  will  send  a  trial  shipment  of 
about  2  million  pounds  of  beef  to  Israel  this  year,  according  to  the  Rhodesian 
Cold  Storage  Commission.    The  beef  will  be  shipped  in  two  equal  lots  during  August 
and  September.    If  these  shipments  are  successful,  further  exports  are  planned. 
The  animals  will  be  slaughtered  according  to  Jewish  customs  by  specialists  from 
Israel. 
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k  COUNTRIES  SUPPLY  MOST  OF 
SUSPENDED-DUTY  WOOL  TYPES 

New  Zealand,  Argentina,  Uruguay,  and  the  United  Kingdom  are  the 
chief  sources  of  imported  coarse  wools  finer  than  UO's  but  not  finer  than 
k6*s  which  are  affected  by  the  Congressional  Bill  H.R.  2151  signed  by  the 
President  May  20.    The  bill  suspends  the  import  duties  on  these  wools  which 
are  imported  under  bond  for  use  in  carpets  and  in  certain  other  ways.  The 
suspension  will  be  in  effect  from  July  19,  1958;  to  June  30,  i960.  Pres- 
ent import  duties  on  the  wools  mentioned  range  from  13  to  16  cents  per 
pound  of  clean  content. 

The  Senate  Finance  Committee  has  directed  the  U.  S.  Tariff  Commission 
to  investigate  grades  and  qualities  of  wool  imported  into  the  United  States 
for  use  in  carpets  and  paper  makers1  felts,  and  of  domestic  wools  similar 
in  grade  and  character.    Other  agencies,  including  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  will  assist  in  the  investigation,  which  will 
include  an  estimate  of  world  production  of  carpet-type  wools,  and  supplies 
of  these  wools  available  to  the  United  States. 

AUSTRALIAN  WOOLGROWERS  BACK 
FREE  AUCTION  SYSTEM 

The  Australian  Woolgrowers'  Council  has  publicly  affirmed  its  support 
of  the  free-auction  selling  system  for  wool.    It  attributes  the  sharp 
decline  in  wool  prices  to  reduced  mill  activity  in  major  consuming  coun- 
tries brought  on  by  unfavorable  economic  conditions  and  increased  competi- 
tion from  substitute  fibers. 

The  Woolgrowers'  Council  believes  that  to  accumulate  wool  by  supporting 
a  floor  price  higher  than  the  free  market  price  would  only  increase  the 
use  of  man-made  fibers  which  can  be  substituted  for  wool. 

RED  CHINA'S  HOG  NUMBERS  RISE 

Officials  of  Communist  China  state  that  hog  numbers  for  1957  rose  35 
percent  from  the  low  numbers  of  1956.    This  sharp  rise  is  the  result  of 
an  intensive  campaign  for  higher  pork  production  and  of  relaxation  of  forced 
collectivization  of  animals  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  January  27, 
1958 ) . 

Numbers  of  cattle,  buffaloes,  horses,  asses,  and  mules  are  not  given 
separately.    In  all,  they  totaled  8U, 270,000  head.    This  was  about  k 
percent  less  than  on  July  1,  1956,  and  ih  percent  below  the  1957  goal. 
A  reduction  in  cattle  numbers  probably  accounted  for  most  of  this  drop. 
There  are  about  12  million  buffaloes  in  Mainland  China,  and  less  than  2 
million  mules. 

Sheep  and  goat  numbers  continued  to  grow  in  1957 >  but  less  rapidly 
than  in  prior  years.    Goat  numbers  are  estimated  at  about  kO  million, 
with  the  majority  in  Central  China.    Most  sheep  are  in  the  outlying  areas 
of  Mongolia,  Sinkiang,  and  Tibet. 
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LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS:     Communist  China,  July  1,  1953-57,  with 
percentage  change  from  previous  year 


Cattle  and 

Sheep  and  : 

Ho£ 

Horses,  mules, 

Year 

buffaloes 

goats  : 

is  ; 

and 

asses 

Number  ] 

Change  \ 

Number  ] 

Change  \ 

Number  \ 

Change  j 

Number  ] 

Change  from 
year  before 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

•  1,000 

:  1,000 

head 

:Percent 

•  head 

:  Percent' 

head 

.Percent 

:  head 

:  Percent 

1953  : 

60, O83 ' 

:  +6 

:  72,023 

+17 

96,131 

:     +7  : 

20,372 

:  +k 

1954-  : 

63,623 

:  +6 

:  8l,30V 

+13 

!    101, (lO 

+0 

21,356 

1955  ' 

65,951 

':  +k 

:  8^,218 

:  +k 

:  87,920 

:  -ll*. 

:  21,14-37 

:  + 

1956  

1957  

.  66,7^8 
:  1/ 

+1 
1/ 

:  92,131 
:  97,690 

:  +9 
I  +6 

:  8k,klk 
:  Ilk, 000 

•  -k 
'  +35 

:  20,915 
'  V 

:  -2 

!  1/ 

1/  Not  available.    2/  End-of-year  figure  was  given  as  127,770,000. 


LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS:    Communist  China,  actual  numbers  and  goals, 

July  1,  1956  and  1957 


Type  of  livestock  ' 

1956  ; 

1957 

Goal  ; 

Actual  \ 

Percent  : 
of  goal  : 

Goal 

Actual 

Percent 
of  goal 

1,000  : 
head  : 

1,000  : 
head  : 

Percent  : 

1,000  : 
head  : 

Cattle  and  buff aloes 

70,Q8k  \ 

66,71+8  j 

9k  '< 

:    73,610  j 

:     1/  j 

1/ 

1,93k 

;      7,^11  j 

:  93 

:     8,3^0  ' 

!  y  j 

;  1/ 

Horses .»•*••*»••••••••< 

Asses* ••••«••*•••••••• 

'  13,312 

:    11,796  « 

89 

;  13,950 

1/  ; 

;  y 

Mules ................. 

:  1,938 

:     1,708  : 

88 

:  1.970 

1  u_ 

i  U— 

Total. ........... 

:  9^,068 

87,663 

93 

:  97,870 

:    81+, 270  ■ 

:  86 

Sheep  and  goats ....... 

:     99,  ^1 

:  92,131 

:  93 

:  113, c4o 

:  97,690 

:  86 

Ho  ^s* ••••••»•••• 

!  129,830 

\  Qk}klk 

!  65 

!  138,3^0 

:  11^,000 

:  82 

1/  Not  available 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  EXPORTS  UNCHANGED 
FROM  YEAR  EARLIER 

Exports  of  raw  wool  from  Australia  during  the  first  8  months  of  the  1957-58 
season  ( July-February)  were  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.    Larger  shipments  to 
Italy  and  Eastern  Europe  offset  declines  to  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and 
Japan.    Exports  during  the  remainder  of  the  season  will  probably  be  lower,  as 
production  has  declined  and  shipments  were  unusually  large  early  this  season. 

WOOL,  RAW:    Australia,  exports  by  actual  weight,  July-February  1956-57 

and  1957-58 


Country  of  destination 


July-F  eb  ruary 


1956-57 


1957-58 


United  Kingdom. 

Japan.  

France .............»...................: 

Italy. ................... . ..... i ....... : 

Germany,  West 
Belgium. 

Poland.  •  

United  States . 

Others  •...•••.»..•»•••.••: 

• 

Total. 


Million 
pounds 

215.0 
11+7.7 

80.8 

55.8 
67.2 
18.7 
33.2 
51.7 


Million 
pounds 

188.0 
129.8 

139.5 
99.0 

58.6 
67.3 
2ki3 
28.0 

80.3 


Qlh  i  8 


81^.8 


NETHERLANDS  EXPECTS  BUMPER 
APPLE  AND  PEAR  CROPS 

Netherlands  fruit  traders  are  now  predicting  bumper  crops  of  both  apples 
and  pears  in  1958,  and  import  restrictions  will  probably  be  in  effect  again 
this  year. 

The  apple  crop  is  now  being  estimated  at  about  17.5  million  boxes  and 
pears  close  to  ^.5  million  boxes.    Other  European  countries  also  are  predicting 
increased  production;  thus  it  is  likely  that  the  usual  Benelux  import  restrictions 
will  be  in  effect  during  the  1958-59  season. 

Last  year,  spring  frosts  materially  reduced  Dutch  crops  to  about  6.9 
million  boxes  of  apples  and  2  million  boxes  of  pears.    Apple  and  pear  crops 
normally  average  about  1^  million  and  h  million  boxes,  respectively.    With  the 
short  crops  in  1957  >  restrictions  on  imports  were  lifted  on  September  1.  This 
year,  however,  apples  will  probably  be  restricted  from  September  1  to  March  1 
and  pears  from  September  1  to  February  15,  as  has  been  normal  in  past  years. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  APPLE 
EXPORTS  TO  BE  HIGH 

Apple  exports  from  New  Zealand  this  year  are  expected  to  be  well  above  the 
1,205,000  boxes  exported  last  year,  according  to  the  Apple  and  Pear  Board. 

Large  quantities  of  fruit  have  been  received  by  the  board  from  both  Hastings 
and  Nelson  areas.    Exports  from  Nelson,  on  the  South  Island,  will  exceed  1  mil- 
lion boxes  for  the  first  time  since  1936.    The  Hastins  area,  on  North  Island, 
expects  its  exports  to  total  more  than  600,000  boxes. 

NEAR  RECORD  ALMOND  CROP 
FORECAST  FOR  IRAN 

Iranian  almond  production  for  1958  is  currently  forecast  at  8,500  short 
tons,  shelled  basis,  or  10  percent  more  than  the  7,700-ton  harvest  of  the 
preceding  year  and  nearly  20  percent  more  than  average  production  (7,100  tons) 
for  the  1951-55  period.    Growing  conditions  thus  far  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

India  continues  to  be  the  principal  customer  for  Iranian  almonds,  taking 
1,5^2  tons  of  shelled  almonds  and  1,583  tons  of  unshelled  almonds  during  the 
1956-57  marketing  year,  or  U5  and  88  percent,  respectively,  of  Iran's  almond 
exports.    During  the  U-month  period  August  23-December  21,  1957,  Iranian  exports 
of  almonds  to  India  were  1,^57  tons,  shelled  basis  (66  percent)  and  1,118  tons 
of  in-shell  almonds  (82  percent).    West  Germany  is  the  second  largest  purchaser 
of  shelled  almonds. 


ALMONDS,  SHELLED  AND  UNSHELLED:     Iran,  exports  by  destination,  1956-57 


and  Aug.  23,  1957 -Dec.  21,  1957,  marketing  year  beginning  August  23 


Country  of 
destination 

I  Shelled 

• 

|  Unshelled 

[Aug.  23,  1956- 
jAug.  22,  1957 

>ug.  23,  1957- 
[Dec.  21,  1957 

[Aug.  23,  1957- 
[Aug.  22,  1957 

[Aug.  23,  1957 
[Dec.  21,  1957 

:    Short  tons 

»    Short  tons 

;    Short  tons 

•    Short  tons 

i         238  : 

:      1,^57  J 
7k  : 

33  ' 

19^  ! 
5  5 

109  : 
105  : 

5 

1,583  ! 
35  ' 
62  ; 
66  : 
Ik  : 

27  « 

1,118 
8 
105 
110 

16 

•  * 

2,215  ! 

1,792  : 

1,357 
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INDIA'S  CASHEW  CROP  DAMAGED 

India's  1958  cashew  crop  has  been  damaged  by  early  rains  which  have  reduced 
both  size  and  quality.    Preliminary  estimates  place  the  harvest,  now  nearly 
complete,  at  60,000  short  tons,  in-shell  basis  (including  Portuguese  Goa),  or 
17,000  tons  less  than  previously  forecast.    Production  of  cashews  in  India  and 
Goa  was  estimated  at  71,000  tons  in  1957 • 

By  late  May,  raw  cashew  imports  from  British  and  Portuguese  East  Africa 
had  reached  76,000  short  tons;  28,000  tons  were  yet  to  be  imported.  Export 
demand  for  cashew  kernels  is  reportedly  good,  with  the  Soviet  Union  increas- 
ing its  purchases  for  delivery  through  October  to  160,000  cases  of  50  pounds 
each.    Soviet  takings  during  1957  totaled  110,000  cases — more  than  double  the 
50,000-case  volume  of  1956.    U.  S.  purchases  annually  account  for  over  1  mil- 
lion cases,  or  three-quarters  of  all  Indian  kernel  exports. 

Up  to  the  end  of  April,  cashew  kernel  prices  were  holding  steady,  but  in 
the  first  3  weeks  of  May  they  climbed  from  k6  cents  per  pound  to  50  cents  per 
pound,  c.  &  f .  New  York.    Prices  for  African  raw  nuts  were  approximately  $122 
per  ton,  c.i.f.  Cochin,  early  in  May.    They  had  advanced  to  $135  per  ton  by 
May  23. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  TO  HAVE  LARGER 
PACK  OF  CANNED  FRUIT  IN  1958 

The  1958  pack  of  South  African  canned  fruit  (principal  items  only)  is 
unofficially  forecast  at  k.k  million  cases,  basis  2k  No.  2\  cans.    This  would 
be  10  percent  bigger  than  the  1957  pack  of  slightly  over  k  million  cases.  Pro- 
duction of  canned  peaches  is  expected  to  reach  2  million  cases,  about  a  third 
more  than  the  previous  season's  volume. 

Most  of  the  South  African  canned  fruit  pack  is  exported.    About  90  per- 
cent of  total  exports  are  sold  in  the  protected  United  Kingdom  market.  Exports 
from  the  entire  1957  canned  fruit  pack  have  been  unofficially  valued  at  $29 
million;  one-third  of  this  total,  or  approximately  $10.5  million,  was  from 
sales  of  canned  peaches. 

FRUIT,  CANNED:    South  Africa,  production,  1955-57,  forecast  I958 


Kind  of  fruit        .        1955  .        1956  '.        1957  ^Forecast  I958 


:  1,000  cases  :  1,000  cases  :  1.000  cases  :  1,000  cases 

Apricots  :         801       :       1,015       :          577  :  577 

Fruit  salad  :          1/         :           95       :          256  :  ^00 

Peaches  :       1,279       :       1,W       :       l,kQ6  :  2,000 

Pears  :          29^       :          U38       :          k02  :  ^50 

Pineapple  :  582        :  791        ;        1,282  ;  1,000 


l/  Not  available. 
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COLOMBIA  EXPANDING 
SUGAR  PRODUCTION 

As  in  many  years  past,  Colombia  found  it  necessary  to  import  sugar  in  1957. 
Production  dropped  to  about  251,000  short  tons,  or  30,000  tons  less  than  in 
1956.    About  33,000  tons  were  imported,  mostly  from  Venezuela. 

The  generally  insufficient  domestic  supply  of  sugar  has  stimulated  sugar- 
cane planting.    This  is  expected  to  expand  production  to  about  290,000  short 
tons,  this  year.    The  Colombian  Government  hopes  this  will  make  1958  sugar 
imports  unnecessary. 


SPANISH  TABLE  OLIVE  EXPORTS  TO 
U.  S.  AND  CANADA  SUMMARIZED 

More  than  80  percent  of  Spain's  table  olive  exports  are  shipped  to  the 
United  States.     Canada,  another  important  outlet  for  Spanish  table  olive  exports, 
takes  5  percent  or  more  of  the  annual  exports. 

The  1957  Spanish  table  olive  crop  has  been  estimated  at  1*6,100  short  tons, 
or  about  12  percent  more  than  1956  production. 


TABLE  OLIVES:    Spain,  monthly  exports  to  United IStates  and 
Canada,  January  195 5 -March  1958 


Month 

United 

States 

\  Canada 

i  1955 

:  1956 

:  1957 

;  1958 

:  1955 

I  1956 

:  1957 

;  1958 

•  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

January  

February  

March  

April  

May  - 

June  

July  : 

August  : 

September  : 

October  : 

November.  : 

December  : 

:  2,727 
:  3,539 
'  3,3^3 
2,352 
2,780: 
3,3**1! 
2,552= 
k,32Q' 
2,1*1*2  = 

3,537: 
2,832: 
2,959: 

:  3,&6 
3,765 

'  3,716 
3,101 
2,1+23 : 
2,358= 
l,909: 
1,805 : 
913  ' 
1,01*5 : 
1,028= 
.,2,677: 

:  3,308 
:  1,283 
'  3,333 
3,256 

3,189 

3,632' 

2,870= 

2,565= 

2,068= 

1,602' 

1,961+: 

3,Ql+3: 

:  2,380 
:  3,660 
:  3,6^2 

•  118 

9 

!  328 
261+ 
155 : 
207 : 
290 ; 
268  = 
287 : 
298: 
328 : 
93: 

!  122 
:  61 
:  h23 
'  525 
76  = 

335 ! 
9k' 
125 : 

157 : 
32 : 
21*6: 
132: 

125 
:  137 
:  81* 
:  5ll* 
253' 
153 : 
195 : 
183 : 
22 : 
3kk' 
271 : 
170 : 

!  173 
5  11*6 
;  328 

36,732: 

28,386? 

32,113: 

1/9,682! 

2,61+^: 

2,328: 

2,1*51: 

1/  61+7 

l/    January -March  1958  only. 
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CUBA  CLOSE  TO  ITS  SELF-IMPOSED 
1958  SUGAR  PRODUCTION  LIMIT 

As  of  May  15,  Cuba  had  produced  6,2^3,000  short  tons  of  sugar,  which 
was  within  117,000  tons  of  its  self-imposed  production  limit  of  6,360,000 
tons  (as  revised  in  early  May).    About  20  of  Cuba's  l6l  sugar  mills  active 
this  season  had  not  completed  grinding  by  May  27. 

Cuba  also  has  produced  about  22^  million  gallons  of  blackstrap 
molasses  and  about  80  million  gallons  of  high-test  molasses.  Additional 
blackstrap  will  be  manufactured  as  a  byproduct  of  sugar  making.  However, 
no  more  high-test  molasses  will  be  made,  since  the  time  has  expired  dur- 
ing which  Cuba  permitted  manufacture  of  this  product,  which  is  an  alterna- 
tive to--not  a  byproduct  of — sugar  manufacture. 


BRAZILIAN  STOCKS  OF  LOWER- QUALITY 
JUTE  EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE 

Stocks  of  lower-quality  raw  jute  are  expected  to  increase  in  Brazil 
as  a  result  of  an  agreement  by  producers,  southern  industrialists,  and 
the  Bank  of  Brazil.    The  bank  will  finance  scheduled  purchases  of  jute  for 
later  delivery  to  the  industry.    Producers  may  deliver  both  good  and  poor- 
quality  fiber.    A  current  lack  of  demand  is  expected  to  keep  much  of  the 
poor  quality  in  storage. 

Substantial  quantities  of  poor-quality  fiber  are  produced  because 
growers  lack  technical  information.    Commercial  jute  production  is  rela- 
tively new  in  Brazil.     It  is  mostly  on  separate  small  plots  cleared  from 
the  ...jungle  along  the  Amazon,  and  the  only  transportation  is  by  river. 
Assistance  to  growers  is  difficult  under  these  conditions. 

Supplies  of  jute  brought  down  the  Amazon  generally  are  assembled  at 
Belem  before  shipment  to  industrial  consumers,  mostly  in  southern  Brazil. 


CANADIAN  WHEAT 
QUOTA  FILLED 

Quotas  on  Canadian  wheat  and  wheat  flour  authorized  for  entry  into 
the  United  States  under  Section  22  of  the  Agricultural  Act  of  1938,  were 
filled  at  the  opening  moment  of  the  quota  year,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Customs.    The  established  quota  year  begins 
at  noon,  May  29.    Quotas  first  established  in  May  19kl,  have  continued 
with  some  modifications  since  that  time. 

Total  wheat  quota  is  still  800,000  bushels,  of  which  Canada's  quota 
is  795*000  bushels.  The  quota  set  for  wheat  flour  and  other  wheat  prod- 
ucts is  k  million  pounds.    Canada's  share  is  set  at  3,815,000  pounds. 
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U.  S.  SUPPLYING  GREATER  SHARE  OF 
WEST  GERMAN  AGRICULTURAL  IMPORTS 

In  1957>  "the  value  of  West  German  imports  of  U.  S.  farm  products 
increased  36  percent  over  1956,  from  $391  million  to  $533  million.  Imports 
from  all  sources  increased  by  10  percent.    Thus.,  the  U.  S.  share  of  the 
German  agricultural  market  rose  from  1^  percent  to  17  percent. 

The  values  of  major  agricultural  products  supplied  "by  the  United  States 
in  I957  (76  percent  of  the  $533  million  total)  were  cotton  ($l6k  million); 
oilseeds  and  vegetable  fats  and  oils  for  food  ( $109  million) ;  grains 
($90  million);  and  tobacco  (§kk  million). 

MEXICO  IMPORTING 
MORE  BARLEY 

Mexican  imports  of  barley  in  1958  are  expected  to  show  a  substantial 
increase  over  record  imports  of  22,590  metric  tons  in  1957.    Reasons  are  the 
poor  crop  in  1957  and  increasing  requirements  for  malting. 

Imports  during  the  first  quarter  (January-March)  of  I958  totaled  7,58^4- 
metric  tons,  5^+  percent  more  than  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.  Malt 
imports,  however,  totaled  only  93^+  metric  tons,  a  reduction  of  80  percent. 
Mexico  is  expected  to  be  self-sufficient  in  malt  by  the  end  of  I958.  First 
quarter  barley  prices  at  882  pesos  per  metric  ton  ($1.5^-  per  bushel)  in 
Mexico  City  were  up  K'J  percent  compared  with  a  year  ago. 

ECUADOR  TO  REDUCE 
WHEAT  IMPORT  DUTY 

The  Ecuadoran  Ministry  of  Production  advised  local  flour  millers  late 
in  May  that  a  decree  would  be  issued  reducing  the  import  duty  on  wheat  from 
0.10  sucres  per  gross  kilo  (18  cents  per  bushel)  plus  12  percent  ad  valorem 
to  0.02  sucres  per  kilo  (3.6  cents  per  bushel)  plus  3  percent  ad  valorem  tax. 

The  stated  objective  was  to  alleviate,  at  least  temporarily,  the  diffi- 
culties local  flour  mills  are  facing  because  of  high  taxes  on  imported  wheat 
and  ceiling  prices  on  flour  ( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  May  26,  I958) . 
An  additional  tax  of  0.20  sucres  per  kilo  (36  cents  per  bushel)  imposed  on 
imported  wheat  in  November  1957  is  to  remain  in  effect. 

Under  a  joint  agreement  between  the  Ecuadoran  Government,  flour  millers, 
and  wheat  growers,  millers  buy  homegrown  wheat  at  fixed  prices  ranging  from 
S>h  sucres  to  10^  sucres  per  quintal  ($1.70  to  $1.89  per  bushel)  according  to 
hectoliter  weight.    At  the  same  time,  the  government  sets  the  maximum  price 
at  which  the  mills  can  sell  flour  and  milling  byproducts.    Wheat  imports 
are  restricted  to  the  quantity  needed  for  domestic  requirements  that  cannot 
be  met  by  Ecuadoran  production.    Flour  mills  must  purchase  not  less  than 
60  pounds  of  national  wheat  to  each  ko  pounds  of  imported  wheat.  This 
agreement  expires  on  June  30,  when  a  new  agreement  will  be  negotiated. 
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SOUTH  AFRICA  ANNOUNCES  1958-59 
SUPPORT  PRICES  FOR  GRAINS 

In  fixing  1958-59  (November-October)  guaranteed  producer  prices  of 
grains,  the  Union  of  South  African  Government  left  prices  of  wheat  at  1957-58 
levels  but  increased  prices  of  oats  by  Is.  lOd.  per  150-pound  bag  (5.5  cents 
per  bushel)  and  those  of  barley  by  3s.  4d.  per  150-pound  bag  (15  cents  per 
bushel) . 


GRAINS:    Union  of  South  Africa,  guaranteed  producer  prices, 

1957-58  and  1958-59 


« 

1957-58 

;  1958-59 

Grain 

•  • 

[Per  200- [Per  150- 

[  Per 

[Per 

200-jper 

150- 

[  Per 

Jlb. 

bag  [lb . 

bag 

[bushel 

[lb. 

bag  [lb . 

bag 

[  bushel 

Wheat : 

:s 

djs 

d. 

:  Dollars 

:  s 

d;  s 

d. 

:  Dollars 

• 

7  : 

•  2.26 

:53 

7  : 

2.26 

"  A2  

 :  52 

11  : 

2.23  ' 

•52 

11  : 

2.23 

"  Bl  

7  : 

2.21  : 

52 

7  : 

2.21 

"  B2  

 :  51 

11  ! 

2.19  : 

51 

11  : 

2.19 

Oats : 

• 

•26 

2  ' 

.78  : 

:28 

0  : 

M 

• 

•23 

11  ' 

.71  ; 

•25 

9  ; 

.11 

Barley  (malting) 

• 

:28 

8  J 

1.29  : 

:32 

0  : 

i.kk 

"  Bl  
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The  prices  of  wheat  were  left  at  the  1957-58  levels,  ranging  from  51s. 
lid.  to  53s .7d.  per  200-pound  bag  ($2.19  to  $2.26  per  bushel),  even  though 
production  declined  from  30,730,000  bushels  in  1956-57  to  27,697,000  bushels 
in  1957-58. 

The  1957-58  crop  was  generally  of  poor  quality  but  there  are  no  plans  to 
import  wheat  this  season,  as  the  government  wants  to  continue  reducing  wheat 
stocks.    End-of-year  stocks,  excluding  amounts  held  on  farms,  were  reduced 
from  4,940,000  bags  (l6, 465, 000  bushels)  on  October  31,  1956,  to  4,568,000 
bags  (15,225,000  bushels)  on  October  31,  1957 .    The  government  expects  stocks 
on  October  31,  1958,  to  be  3,400,000  bags  (11,332,000  bushels). 

Domestic  consumption  of  wheat  is  rising,  however,  and  it  appears  that 
wheat  imports  from  overseas  will  be  resumed  in  1958-59.    The  last  wheat  imports 
excluding  those  from  adjoining  territories,  were  in  November  I956.    A  rising 
standard  of  living  among  the  Bantu  (the  non-European)  has  led  to  a  noticeable 
shift  from  corn  meal  to  wheat  in  the  Bantu  diet.    Domestic  consumption  of  wheat 
exclusive  of  the  quantities  retained  on  farms,  amounted  to  about  9,000,000  bags 
(29,997,000  bushels)  in  1955-56  and  9,196,000  bags  (30,650,000  bushels)  in 
1956-57.     In  1957-58  it  is  expected  to  be  about  9,300,000  bags  (30,997,000 
bushels ) . 
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The  reasons  for  the  increases  in  the  guaranteed  producer  prices  of  oats 
and  barley  are  relatively  poor  crops  in  195T-58  and  little  or  no  carryover 
from  1956-5T.    From  1956-5T  to  195T-58  production  of  oats  declined  from  about 
3,000,000  to  2,500,000  bushels,  and  barley  production  dropped  from  about 
1,000,000  to  T50,000  bushels  (unofficial  estimates). 

End-of-year  oats  stocks,  excluding  quantities  held  on  farms,  declined 
from  TO, 000  bags  (328,100  bushels)  on  October  31,  1956,  to  only  15,000  bags 
(TO, 300  bushels)  on  October  31,  1957.  The  Union  had  virtually  no  stocks  of 
barley  at  the  end  of  either  the  1955-56  or  the  1956-5T  seasons.  No  oats  or 
barley  were  imported  in  1956-5T*  but  during  the  current  season  161,000  bags 
(T5^,T00  bushels)  of  oats  and  192,000  bags  (600,000  bushels)  of  barley  are 
to  be  imported. 

The  Union's  Mealie  Industry  Control  Board  has  fixed  the  basic  producer 
price  for  corn  for  the  1958-59  marketing  season  (May-April)  at  29s. 6d.  per 
200-pound  bag  ($1.16  per  bushel),  which  is  6d.  per  bag  (2  cents  per  bushel) 
lower  than  the  195T-58  price.    This  is  the  price  for  No.  1  White  Dent  and 
Yellow  Flint  corn.    Deductions  are  made  for  lower  grades  (see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  May  19,  1958). 

WEST  GERMANY  ISSUES  IMPORT 
TENDER  FOR  TOMATO  CATSUP 

The  West  German  Government  is  accepting  applications  for  import  licenses 
for  tomato  catsup  produced  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.    Applications  may 
be  submitted  from  June  6,  1958,  until  the  value  limit  has  been  reached  or 
until  December  19,  1958.    The  value  limit  has  not  been  announced.    Last  date 
for  custom  clearance  is  December  31 y  1958. 

CANADA'S  MILK  PRODUCTION  UP 

Milk  production  in  Canada  during  the  first  quarter  of  1958  was  almost 
10  percent  above  output  in  the  corresponding  period  of  195T.    Sales  of  fluid 
milk  for  direct  consumption  increased  only  2.5  percent,  thus  use  of  milk  in 
dairy  factories  increased  substantially. 

Production  of  creamery  butter  during  first  quarter  1958  was  up  33  per- 
cent over  comparable  output  in  195T.    Cheese  output  was  up  slightly.  Produc- 
tion of  concentrated  milk  products  (mostly  nonfat  dry  milk)  was  up  2k  percent. 
With  the  new  price  support  level  for  butter  and  nonfat  dry  milk  which  became 
effective  May  1,  1958  (see  Foreign  Crops  &  Markets,  April  21,  195&)  no  major 
shift  in  the  present  pattern  of  factory  output  is  expected  over  the  next 
several  months. 

As  of  December  1,  195T,  the  number  of  cows  kept  on  farms  for  milking 
purposes  was  down  slightly  from  the  previous  year.    The  expected  increase  in 
milk  production  in  1958  over  last  year's  output  can  only  be  achieved  through 
increased  outpuc  per  cow.    Weather  and  pasture  conditions  over  the  next  few 
months  will  be  the  dominant  factors. 
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PORTUGAL'S  COTTON  IMPORTS 
UP  SLIGHTLY 

Portugal's  cotton  imports  during  August-March  1957-58  were  168,000 
"bales  (500  pounds  gross).    This  is  an  increase  of  about  2  percent  from 
imports  of  165,000  hales  in  the  comparahle  1956-57  period.    Imports  from 
the  Portuguese  Colonies  of  Mozambique  and  Angola  increased,  after  poor 
crops  in  these  areas  caused  some  shift  to  U.  S.  cotton  last  season. 

Quantities  imported  from  principal  sources  in  August-March  1957-58, 
with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Mozambique  122,000 
bales  (80,000);  Angola  22,000  (21,000;  United  States  20,000  (55,000); 
Egypt  2,000  (1,000;  and  Peru  2,000  (1,000). 

The  Portuguese  textile  industry  continued  to  operate  at  a  normal 
rate  during  August-December  1957*    Cotton  consumption  amounted  to  79,000 
bales,  slightly  more  than  the  78,000  bales  used  in  August-December  1956. 
Mills  that  have  installed  modern  labor-saving  equipment  in  recent  years 
are  in  the  best  position  to  face  the  strong  competition  in  both  the 
domestic  and  export  market.    Many  mills  operating  with  outmoded  machinery 
are  having  financial  difficulties. 

Cotton  stocks  on  March  31;  1958,  were  estimated  at  92,000  bales,  up 
67  percent  from  stocks  of  55>000  bales  on  August  1,  1957* 

Prices  which  Portuguese  mills  pay  for  Colonial  cotton  are  fixed  by 
the  government.    Because  of  government  interest  in  developing  cotton  pro- 
duction in  Mozambique  and  Angola,  it  fixes  the  prices  of  this  cotton 
generally  below  the  world  level.    Since  there  is  not  enough  Colonial  cotton 
to  meet  the  entire  needs,  it  is  prorated  to  each  mill  by  the  Cotton 
Regulating  Commission  on  the  basis  of  mill  size,  rate  of  activity,  and 
past  consumption.    In  years  of  low  production,  such  as  1956-57*  all  mills 
must  buy  a  large  part  of  their  cotton  from  other  sources. 


INDONESIA'S  1957  EXPORTS  OF  COPRA  AND  OIL  PALM 
PRODUCTS  EXCEEDED  PREVIOUS  YEAR'S 

Indonesia's  reported  exports  of  copra  in  1957  were  up  11  percent  from 
those  of  1956.    Actual  exports  probably  were  much  greater,  as  considerable 
copra  smuggled  out  of  the  country  does  not  pass  through  customs.    Palm  oil 
exports  and  palm  kernel  exports  gained  3  percent  and  1  percent,  respectively. 
Copra  cake  exports,  however,  were  down  6  percent.    Reliable  figures  on 
copra  production  in  Indonesia  are  not  available. 

Nearly  all  of  Indonesia's  palm-oil  and  palm  kernels  are  produced  by 
estates  on  Sumatra.    Estate  production  of  palm  oil  in  1957,  totaling 
176,900  short  tons,  was  3  percent  below  that  of  1956.    Palm  kernel  pro- 
duction also  was  down.    It  declined  nearly  5  percent  to  ^3,560  short  tons. 
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Continent  and  country 
of  destination 


Copra 


Copra  cake 


:  1956 

;    1957  2/ 

1956 

1957  2/ 

:     Long  tons 
:  2,500 
:  19,983 

•           1 1  7kQ 

:  19,944 
:  39,447 

3,000 

3,500 
1,000 

:      Long  tons 
:  760 
:  1,500 

49,785 

:  23,808 
:  1,000 
:  20,271 

849 

Long  tons 

:  4,235 

295 

12,662 

07 
y( 

l  9i  7 

J.,  cLL  1 
32,225 

1,173 
54,458 
928 

9,272 

8,069 

Long  tons 

'  4,466 

10,003 

<  5*3 
30,435 
828 
58,225 

^.  545 

14,192 

101, 123 

97,973 

124,631 

122,037 

:  36,4o8 
:  32,433 
:  25,391 
60,967 

:  2,821 
:  11,969 
:        28, 396 
144,084 

1,472 
|;?06 

1,849 

•  155.339 

187, 270 

6,978 

10 



256, 322 

285,243 

131,619 

123,929 

Europe: 

Belgium-Luxembourg  

Czechoslovakia.   .  . . . 

Denmark  

Finland  

France.....  

Germany,  West...  

Italy  

Netherlands.  

Norway.  

Sweden.  

Switzerland.  

United  Kingdom.  

Total  

Asia: 

China  

Japan  

Penang  , 

Singapore  

Total  

Other  

Grand  total  

1/  Net  weight.    2/  Preliminary. 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

Table  2.— PALM  OIL  AND  PALM 


KERNELS:    Indonesia,  exports  1/ 
annual  1956  and  1957 


by  country  of  destination 


Continent  and  country 
of  destination 


Palm  oil 


Palm  kernels 


1956 

1957  2/ 

1956 

1957  2/ 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

880 
736 

438 
463 

1,616 

901 

3,854 
:  569 
3,093 
8,675 

3,773 
11,303 

138 
747 

4,886 
54 

5,525 

441 
7,313 

:  2,979 
79,5H 

6,290 
94,093 

15,650 

98,681 

115,459 

11,350 

23, 

293 

•  285 
26,998 
:  3,083 
i  6,429 
:  81 

16,490 
3,048 
5,612 

31,824 
955 

20,057 
999 

:  36,876 

 £yi5.Q,,, 

32,779 

21,056 

493 

603 

22 

137,959 

142,135 

44,129 

44, 40U 

North  America: 

Canada.  

United  States  

Total  

Europe: 

Belgium-Luxembourg. 

Denmark  

France.  

Germany,  West. . . . . . 

Greece  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Total  

Africa: 

Egypt...  

Asia: 

India.  

Japan.  

Penang.  

Philippines  

Singapore  :■ 

Total  

Oceania: 

Australia. ......... 

Other  

Grand  total. 


1/  Net  weight.  2/  Preliminary.  3/  Less  than  .5  ton. 
Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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OPENING  OF  CUBA'S  NEW  FLOUR 
MILL  P0STP6nED  TO  LATE  JUNE 

Opening  of  the  new  flour  mill  in  Santiago  de  Cuba,  which  was  scheduled 
to  "begin  operations  on  May  5  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  May  19) ,  has 
"been  postponed  to  the  latter  part  of  June.    The  first  shipment  of  5>000  tons 
of  U.  S.  wheat  for  the  mill  was  being  unloaded  on  June  5» 

The  mill  has  requested  an  allotment  of  10,000  tons  of  wheat  for  use 
until  August  1  and  expects  to  build  up  a  moderate  inventory  by  that  time. 
The  5>000  tons  mentioned  above  are  included  in  the  10,000-ton  allotment. 
Thereafter,  it  is  expected  that  the  mill  will  receive  an  annual  allotment 
of  30,000  tons.    The  mill  has  not  yet  received  new  industry  status,  but 
expects  to  soon. 

BRAZIL  EXPECTS  GOOD  SUPPLY  OF 
EDIBLE  VEGETABLE  OILS  IN  1958 

Brazil's  1958  supplies  of  edible  vegetable  oils  are  expected  to  be 

10  percent  larger  than  1957  supplies.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  prospectively 
large  peanut  crop,  since  January  1,  1958,  stocks  of  vegetable  oils  were 
only  half  as  large  as  a  year  earlier. 

Brazil's  edible  vegetable  oil  output  may  reach  20^,000  short  tons, 
almost  one-third  more  than  the  estimated  158,000-ton  output  of  1957'  These 
estimates  assume  an  annual  edible  consumption  of  22,000  tons  of  babassu  oil 
from  production  estimated  at  1+5,000  to  65,000  tons.    Potential  production 
may  be  even  higher  when  prices  become  sufficiently  attractive. 

Peanut  production  in  1958  is  estimated  at  a  record  of  U35>000  tons, 
more  than  double  the  1957  outturn.    Owing  to  the  smaller  crop,  cottonseed 
has  lost  its  position  as  the  most  important  source  of  edible  oil.  Output 
in  1958  is  estimated  at  1+96,000  tons,  lh  percent  less  than  in  1957*  However, 

011  output  expected  from  the  1958  cottonseed  crop  is  relatively  large,  due 

to  the  fact  that  the  entire  south  Brazilian  industry  and  the  larger  oil  mills 
of  the  north  are  now  equipped  for  solvent  extraction.    Moreover,  about  75 
percent  of  the  northern  seed  is  smooth  black  seed  with  20  percent  oil  content. 

Retail  prices  of  cottonseed,  cottonseed  oil,  and  cottonseed  cake  con- 
tinue to  be  controlled  by  the  Federal  Price  Control  Agency.    No  change, 
except  possibly  a  small  upward  adjustment  in  oil  prices,  is  foreseen  during 
1958. 

The  control  of  cottonseed  oil  prices  acts  as  a  control  on  other  vegetable 
oils.     In  view  of  a  potential  supply  of  less  than  1  kilogram  (2.2  pounds)  per 
person  of  cottonseed  oil,  which  Brazilians  seem  to  prefer  to  other  vegetable 
oils,  some  effort  to  import  at  least  a  nominal  quantity  may  be  expected. 

In  spite  of  damage  by  leaf  caterpillars,  the  soybean  crop  may  be  3^7 
to  h.O  million  bushels,  compared  with  2.9  million  in  1957.    Few,  if  any, 
soybean  exports  are  expected  unless  the  crop  exceeds  3»7  million  bushels. 
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EDIBLE  VEGETABLE  OILS:    Brazil,  supply  and  distribution, 
1957  and  forecast  1958 


Vegetable  oil  j  1957  I  Forecast  1958 


:    1,000  short  tons  :  1,000  short  tons 

Beginning  stocks,  January  1                     :  : 

Cottonseed.  •  :  12.2  :  4.4 

Peanut  :  22.0  :  8.8 

Corn  •  .6  :  .6 

Soybean  :           3.4  :  1.6 

Babassu  :          3.3  :  3*8 

Others  :  2.8  :  2^8  

Total  :  44.3  :  22.0" 

Production                                                :  : 

Cottonseed  :  71.6  :  60.6 

Peanut  .:  49.6  :  99.2 

Corn  :          2.8  :  2.2 

Soybean..  :          8.3  :  16.6 

Babassu  :  22.0  :  22.0 

Others  :  3.3   :  3*4 

Total  :  157*6  :  204.0 

Imports                                                   :  : 

Others  :              ,  18.7  :  3.6.5 

Total  supply  :  220.0  :  242.5 

Consumption  : 

Cottonseed  :'  79.4  : 

Peanut  :  62.8  : 

Com  :          2.8  : 

Soybean  ••••••••  9*9  : 

Babassu  ••  •  :  21.5  : 

Others  :  22.0   ;  

Total  ;  198.4 

Exports                                                   :  : 

Vegetable  oils  and  oilseeds  :  l/  .2  : 

Ending  stocks,  December  31                       '•  • 

Cottonseed.  :          4.4  : 

Peanut  :          8.8  : 

Corn.  •  .6  : 

Soybean..  •  •  :          1.6  : 

Babassu.  ••••••  •  :          3*8  : 

Others  :  2^8  

Total  ;  22.0  : 

Total  distribution  :  220.6  : 


l/  Probably  soybean  oil. 
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INDIA  RELEASES  EXPORT  QUOTAS  FOR 
PEANUT  OIL  AND  PEANUTS 

On  June  3*  "the  Government  of  India  announced  an  export  quota  of  20,000 
long  tons  of  peanut  oil.    The  price  of  available  peanut  oil  was  quoted  at 
about  1,500  rupees  per  long  ton  (l^.l  cents  per  pound).    British  West 
African  peanut  oil  of  2-percent  acidity,  spot  Rotterdam,  was  quoted  at  12.^ 
cents  throughout  most  of  May. 

Also  announced  at  the  same  time  was  an  export  quota  of  10,000  long 
tons  of  H.P.S.  peanuts  (hand-picked-selected). 


JAPAN  TO  REDUCE  SOYBEAN  IMPORTS; 
COMMUNIST  CHINA  CANCELS  CONTRACT 

The  Japanese  Soybean  Import  Budget  for  fiscal  1958-59  (April  1-March 
31)  indicates  that  770,000  metric  tons  (28.3  million  bushels)  of  soybeans 
will  be  purchased  through  March  31*  1959*    This  is  8  percent  less  than  the 
83^,000  tons  (30.6  million  bushels)  purchased  in  fiscal  1957-58. 

Of  the  total  to  be  purchased  in  1958-59;  it  is  planned  that  100,000 
tons  (or  substantially  less  than  last  year's  173*000  tons)  will  be  imported 
under  the  budget  for  making  soybean  oil  and  monosodium  glutamine  for  the 
export  trade.    Thus,  the  balance  for  domestic  use  this  year  would  be  670,000 
tons  of  soybeans,  against  661,000  tons  bought  for  domestic  use  in  1957-58. 

Japan's  import    budget  for  the  first  6  months  of  Japanese  fiscal  year 
1958-59  provides  for  imports  of  approximately  335*000  metric  tons  of  soy- 
beans for  domestic  use,  and  50,000  tons  to  offset  expected  exports  of  soybean 
oil  during  the  6  months.    Purchases  will  continue  to  be  made  on  a  global 
basis,  at  least  for  the  April  1-September  30  period.    Japanese  officials  say 
there  will  be  no  separate  allocations  by  country  of  origin  and  no  discrinina- 
tion  against  licensing  and  importing  U.  S.  soybeans. 

The  Japanese  Government  recently  decided  to  issue  import  licenses  by 
quarters  for  the  first  half  of  JFY  1958-59.    On  May  21  an  official  -announce- 
ment was  made  to  issue  licenses  for  151,000  tons  (April-June  quarter)  out  of 
300,000  tons  earmarked  for  the  April-September  period.    The  300,000  tons  so 
divided  does  not  include  35,000  tons  of  soybeans  for  animal  feeds.  The 
151,000  tons  scheduled  for  import  during  April-June  may  be  purchased  almost 
entirely  from  the  United  States. 

Trade  information  indicates  that,  to  date,  out  of  265,000  tons  of  soy- 
beans contracted  for  between  Communist  China  and  Japanese  traders  for  the 
JFY  I958-59,  letters  of  credit  have  been  opened  for  27,800  tons  only.  The 
shipment  of  the  remaining  237*200  tons  has  been  at  least  temporarily  canceled 
by  Communist  China.    With  the  market  price  for  domestic  soybeans  for  food 
use  already  rising  in  Japan,  oil  processors  are  said  to  be  turning  to  the 
United  States  for  soybeans. 
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TRANSSHIPMENTS  OF  MEXICAN 
COTTON  DOWN  FROM  LAST  YEAR 

Transshipments  of  Mexican  cotton  through  U.  S.  ports  were  71,000  bales 
in  January  and  l+7,000  bales  in  February.    Last  year  they  were  91*000  bales 
in  January  and  52,000  bales  in  February.    Transshipments  during  August- 
February  1957-58  were  586,000  bales--down  22  percent  from  the  movement  of 
7^7,000  bales  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1956-57 •    Sharpest  declines 
were  in  transshipments  to  Japan  and  France. 

Principal  destinations  of  transshipments  during  August -February  1957-58; 
with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses  were:    Japan  132,000  bales 
(2*16,000)  j  West  Germany  113,000  ( 116,000);  United  Kingdom  86,000  (82,000); 
Netherlands  79,000  (6l,000);  Belgium  71,000  ( 59,000) ;  Italy  28,000  (27,000) ; 
France  22,000  (68,000);  Switzerland  20,000  ( 15,000);  and  Australia  11,000 
(16,000). 

In  addition  to  transshipments,  exports  direct  from  Mexico  to  foreign 
destinations  during  August -February  1957-58  were  1,117,000  bales,  compared 
with  1,066,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

SWEDEN  IMPORTING  MORE  U.  S.  COTTON 

Imports  of  U.  S.  cotton  into  Sweden  increased  k6  percent  during  August- 
February  1957-58.    They  came  to  85,000  bales,  or  8l  percent  of  Sweden's  total 
imports,  compared  with  58,000  bales,  or  59  percent  of  the  total,  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  1956-57'    Total  imports  in  the  period  under  review 
were  105,000  bales,  up  7  percent  from  imports  of  98,000  bales  in  August- 
February  1956-57. 

Quantities  imported  from  principal  sources  during  August-February 
1957-58,  with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  United 
States  85,000  bales  (58,000);  Mexico  10,000  (26,000);  Brazil  U,000  (k,000); 
Belgian  Congo  3,000  (3,000);  Egypt  2,000  (1,000);  and  Peru   .1,000  (5,000). 

Sweden's  1958  trade  agreement  with  the  Soviet  Union  includes  an 
unstated  quantity  of  Russian  cotton.    This  was  also  the  case  in  the  1957 
trade  agreement,  but  no  Russian  cotton  was  imported.    This  is  the  only 
agreement  Sweden  has  involving  cotton. 

Cotton  consumption  during  August -January  1957-58  was  75,000  bales, 
against  the  7^,000  bales  used  in  the  first  6  months  of  1956-57.    The  use 
of  U.  S.  cotton  increased  to  63,000  bales,  or  Qh  percent  of  total  consump- 
tion in  August -January,  compared  with  2^,000  bales,  or  32  percent  of  the 
total,  a  year  earlier.    Consumption  for  the  full  1957-58  season  is  expected 
to  reach  11+0,000  bales,  the  same  level  as  in  1956-57. 

Cotton  stocks  on  January  31,  1958,  were  estimated  at  106,000  bales, 
compared  with  101,000  bales  on  August  1,  1957.    Stocks  of  U.  S.  cotton  on 
January  31  were  81,000  bales,  or  76  percent  of  total  stocks. 
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INDIA  ALLOWS  FURTHER  COTTON 
EXPORTS  AND  IMPORTS 

The  Government  of  India  announced  on  May  20,  1958;  that  it  was  releasing 
for  export  an  additional  50,000  bales  (kOO  pounds  gross)  of  short-staple 
cotton,  all  varieties.    The  new  quota  consists  of  35>000  bales  stapling  up 
to  23/32  inch,  and  15,000  bales  stapling  up  to  3A  inch.    Licenses  will  be 
issued  on  a  "first-come-first-served"  basis,  with  individual  quotas  subject 
to  a  ceiling  of  10  percent  in  each  category. 

A  total  of  250,000  bales  have  been  released  for  export  in  the  1957-58 
season.    This  includes  150,000  bales  of  Bengal  Desi  cotton,  85,000  bales 
of  all  varieties  stapling  up  to  23/32  inch,  and  15,000  bales  up  to  3A  inch. 

The  government  also  announced,  on  May  2k,  1958,  that  licenses  would  be 
granted  for  imports  of  30,000  bales  more  of  sterling-area  cotton  stapling 
I-3/16  inches  and  above.    These  licenses  will  be  issued  to  mills  only,  on 
the  basis  of  their  consumption  of  Sudanese  and  Egyptian  cotton  during  the 
last  3  seasons,  195^-55  through  1956-57;  with  a  portion  of  the  quota  reserved 
for  new  mills.    This  cotton  must  be  imported  by  August  31>  1958. 


SUEZ  CANAL  SOYBEAN  SHIPMENTS 
UP  IN  MARCH 

Northbound  shipments  of  soybeans  through  the  Suez  Canal  totaled  about 
3.1  million  bushels  in  March  1958.    This  was  almost  one-half  the  total  ship- 
ments of  6.k  million  bushels  during  October -March  1957-58.    February  soy- 
bean shipments  were  1.8  million  bushels.    Thus,  over  three-fourths  of  the 
shipments  in  the  first  6  months  of  the  1957-58  marketing  year  went  through 
in  these  2  months.    There  has  been  a  tendency  over  the  last  several  years 
for  soybean  shipments  to  be  small  during  October -December,  with  a  substan- 
tial pickup  in  January-March. 

October-March  shipments  of  peanuts  are  less  than  kO  percent  as  large 
as  those  of  October-March  1955-56 — probably  because  Communist  China  has 
sharply  curtailed  its  exports;  it  had  a  smaller  peanut  crop  in  1957  and  has 
a  shortage  of  edible  oils. 

Copra  shipments  in  the  first  6  months  of  the  1957-58  marketing  year 
were  over  10  percent  greater  than  those  of  the  comparable  period  of  1955-56 . 
Increasing  imports  of  copra  into  Europe  from  Malaya  and  the  Philippines 
probably  account  for  the  increased  shipments. 

Shipments  of  oilseeds  in  the  1956-57  marketing  year  were  less  than  one- 
half  those  of  the  previous  year,  largely  due  to  closure  of  the  canal  for  5 
months  during  this  period.    No  figures  are  yet  available  giving  a  commodity 
breakdown  for  July  1956.    When  these  July  1956  figures  become  available  the 
1955-56  shipments  probably  will  be  even  larger. 
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OILSEEDS:    Suez  Canal,  northbound  shipments,  averages  1933-37,  1950-54, 
annual  1953-56,  marketing  year  beginning  October  1  l/ 


 Average 

1933-37  2/:  1950-54 


1953 


195^ 


1955  ll 


1956  4/ 


Soybeans  5/ 
Copra* • • • • • 
Peanuts.... 

Cottonseed. 
Flaxseed  6/ 
Others..... 
Total. 


1,000 
short  tons 


1,000 
short  tons 


1,000 
short  tons 


1,000 
short  tons 


1,000 
short  tons 


1,000 
short  tons 


1,237 
786 

999 
146 

227 
267 


3,662 


434 
830 
252 
169 
42 


2,030 


3^1 
810 

251 
182 

^7 

22: 


_223 
795S 


532 
772 
321 
143 
33 
209 


2,010 


508 
772 
369 
136 

^3 
248 
2,076 


168 
427 
104 
176 
14 
100 
9B9 


1/  Based  on  U.S.  marketing  year.    2/  Calendar  years.    3/  Excludes  July  1956  for 
which  breakdown  of  commodities  are  not  available.    4/  Canal  closed  November  1956 
through  March  1957.    5/  To  convert  to  bushels  use  33«3333  bushels  per  ton.    6/  To 
convert  to  bushels  use  35  •  71^-3  bushels  per  ton. 


Source:    Monthly  Bulletin,  Suez  Canal  Authority. 


OILSEEDS:    Suez  Canal,  northbound  shipments, 
March  1956  and  1958,  October-March  1955-56  and  1957-58  l/ 


:  March 
1956 

:  March 
1958 

;      Oct. -March 
i  1955-56 

Oct. -March 
1957-58 

Soybeans  2/.... 

Copra. ••••••••• 

Peanuts ........ 

Cottonseed. . ... 

Flaxseed  ^/.... 

Others  •  • 

Total  

:      Short-  tons 

:          109, 128  - 
:  7^,956 
;  67,2*tO 
:  11,023 
:  12,125 
:  38,580 

:      Short  tons 

!  91,^91 
:            83,775  ! 
:  1^,330 
5,512 
5,512 
19, QhO  : 

:     Short  tons 

!  279,981* 
436, 510 
:         24l, 404  : 
!  40,785 
:           31,967  : 
1^9,913  ' 

:         Short  tons 

190,698 
:             501, 547 
:  90,389 
:  71,650 

26,455 
105,820 

313,052 

220,460 

1,180,563  ' 

986,559 

l/  Marketing  year  1955-56  given  for  use  in  comparisons  since  the  Suez  Canal  was 
closed  November  1956  through  March  1957.    2/  To  convert  to  bushels  use  33-3333 
bushels  per  ton.    Z]  To  convert  to  bushels  use  35.71^3  bushels  per  ton. 


Source:    Monthly  Bulletin,  Suez  Canal  Authority. 
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TURKEY  SELLS  BARLEY  AND  OATS 
TO  WEST  GERMANY 

Arrangements  were  completed  in  May  by  TOPRAK  (Turkey's  official  grain 
organization  which  handles  all  grain  operations)  for  the  export  to  West 
Germany  of  60,000  metric  tons  of  Turkish  barley  and  15,000  tons  of  oats 
from  the  1957  crop. 

According  to  trade  reports,  the  Turkish  firm  Transtuck  was  the  highest 
bidder,  offering  an  f  .o.b.  price  of  $55. 6l  per  ton  for  the  barley  and  $^9.51 
per  ton  for  the  oats,  making  the  total  sale  worth  059>250. 

This  sale  by  Turkey,  along  with  recent  West  German  purchases  of  65,000 
tons  of  feed  grains  from  other  countries  (mainly  barley  from  the  United 
States,  Argentina,  and  Morocco;  corn  from  Yugoslavia  and  Rumania;  oats  from 
Argentina;  and  milo  from  the  United  States)  and  the  quantities  which  German 
importers  must  take  from  reserve  stocks  of  the  Federal  Import  and  Storage 
Agency,  makes  market  supplies  big  enough  to  meet  all  West  German  feed  grain 
needs  until  the  new  crop  becomes  available. 


MEXICO  RAISES  DUTIES  ON 
FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 

A  Mexican  decree  issued  April  1^,  1958;  increased  duties  on  several 
fruit  and  vegetable  items.    This  action  was  taken  primarily  to  protect 
local  producers.    The  fixed  duty  remains  unchanged  but  the  ad  valorem  was 
increased  as  follows : 


Item 


Fixed 
duty 


Ad  valorem  to  be  added  to  fixed  duty 


Before  Apr.  ih,  1958;After  Apr.  Ik,  1958 


Almonds 
Dried  fruit, 


Fruit  in  brine, 
except  olives , 


Asparagus,  canned, 


Vegetables,  canned 
use  in  beverages 


for 


Pesos  per 
gross  kg. 


.30 
•  50 

.20 
1.00 

.01 


Percent 

^5 
50 

ho 
60 


Percent 
50 
60 

50 
70 

10 
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COLOMBIA  EASES  AGRICULTURAL 
CREDIT  REQUIREMENTS 

The  Agricultural  Credit  Bank  of  Colombia  recently  announced  new  measures 
to  facilitate  purchase  of  farm  land  under  a  program  to  promote  agricultural 
production. 

The  measures  are  designed  to  encourage  intensification  of  production  "by 
helping  small  farmers  acquire  more  land.    They  also  will  enable  persons  who 
do  not  now  own  farm  land  to  acquire  some  if  they  have  the  necessary 
collateral. 

Some  of  the  important  aspects  of  the  new  program  are:     (l)  Loans  for 
land  purchases  will  be  limited  to  i+0,000  pesos  (approximately  U.  S.  $5>000). 
(2)  Loans  of  this  amount  are  limited  to  farmers  with  capital  no  greater 
than  80,000  pesos.     (3)  Persons  receiving  loans  must  guarantee  collateral 
of  70  percent  of  the  loan  amount,     (h)  Each  farmer  can  receive  only  one 
loan  under  this  plan. 

Preference  in  granting  loans  will  be  given  to  persons  with  land  of  low 
unit  value.    Under  previous  procedures ,  loans  of  50,000  pesos  were  limited 
to  landowners  with  assets  of  more  than  1  million  pesos. 

00O00 
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